Stewardship at St Paul’s

At St Paul’s we are heirs of those who by
their dedication and work founded the
parish and promoted its welfare. As today’s
parishioners we exercise a ministry of
stewardship towards this legacy.

The most visible portion of the legacy is our
church  and church hall and their
furnishings. Less immediately obvious, but
more valuable, are the Gospel handed
down to us, our traditions of worship and
ministry, and the esteem held by St Paul’s in
the community.

We hold this legacy as a gift, not a
possession, to be used for the service of
others, and not for ourselves alone. For this
reason we offer our Gospel, our worship,
our hospitality, our outreach ministries, and
our buildings, for use by those around us as
much as by ourselves.

We recognize that ultimately these things
do not belong to us but to God, and the
will of God is that we make them available
to every one of God’s people.

As stewards we cherish and nurture these
gifts so that we may pass them on to be
used for the same purpose by those who
follow us. This is how we came to have
them, and how our successors may have
them after us.

We hold services, implement programs,
maintain buildings, and employ the Rector
and other staff. We support these activities
by participating in them and providing the
funds to operate them, as personal
circumstances allow.
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We owe to God, to ourselves, and to each
other the duty of funding these activities.
We cannot avoid it by supposing that
someone else will do it for us. St Paul’s
must be self-sufficient. There is no unseen
benefactor who pays for our needs.

We are fortunate in having sources of
revenue that enable us to do much more
than might otherwise be the case. These
come from the stewardship exercised by
our predecessors. Like them, however, we
do not rely on past blessings alone but
make our own, present-day, contributions.

Unlike most other voluntary organizations,
our parish allows each member to choose
his or her own financial contribution - in
effect to set his or her membership fee.
Because no one else determines what that
should be, we recognize the need to take
this responsibility very seriously.

What each one of us chooses to contribute
to parish ministries and revenues depends
on both ones own circumstances and the
needs of the parish. What is important is
that we make the decision carefully and
then diligently implement it.

Whether they are large or small, regular
financial contributions to parish revenues
signify that the donor counts him or herself
a member of our community.
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Many parishioners donate by credit card or pre-
authorized debit and some use tokens like this to
represent their offering

If you wish to have more information about
the financial needs of the parish, please
contact the wardens or treasurer. If you
wish to have advice about what you should
contribute to either parish ministries or
parish revenues, please contact the Rector.
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Pledge form

As a member of the community of St Paul’s,
| recognize my responsibility to make a
regular financial contribution in order to
maintain its amenities and to fund its
ministries.

| pledge to contribute the amount of
$
to be paid
weekly or monthly or quarterly or annually*
*Please indicate your choice

| will make this contribution by means of

envelopes issued by the parish or
post-dated cheques or

credit card debits or
pre-authorized bank debitst

tPlease indicate your choice.

In the case of credit card debits please
supply card number and expiry date.

In the case of pre-authorized bank debits
please supply a void cheque.

| acknowledge that this pledge may revised
by me at any time.

Signature

Name

Date

For all things come from you,

and of your own have we given you.
1 Chronicles 29:14.




